
  

Merry Christmas 
 
My husband Don and I were honored to be a part of the Christmas Eve 
service of the United Community Church, United Church of Christ. What a 
sacred time with an almost full house, including people from the former 
churches, from the new church, from the neighborhood, and all around,  
coming together for the evening of sharing the hope for the birth of love to 
come into our midst another time. 

Now itôs Christmas ï what we have spent all of Advent preparing for. Seasons 
of the Spirit reminds us that the 12 days of Christmas are for us to enjoy the 
Gifts of the Season. Much of the world has stopped celebrating. Gifts were given, exchanged, and returned. 
The world sighs after all the bustle and celebration. But what some celebrate in one day is so much more. We 
now have the 12 days to celebrate. 

ñWe are reminded of Godôs gifts during this season. First ï the gift of praise for all that God has created. The 
psalmist summons all creation to praise God in Psalm 148. Cries of óHallelujah!ô add to the joy of the season. 
This call to praise orients us toward God and the gifts of Godôs love to the world, Godôs son. Itôs that son, 
Jesus, who awed explorers and wise ones in a faraway land to the point that they journeyed to see him. 
Realizing like the psalmist the greatness of the one they seek, they bring gifts to the child.ò 

The wise ones also realize in a dream that they should return to their homes by another way because it might 
not be wise to go back and tell the King where the child was born. It was dangerous to associate too closely 
with the ñpowers that be.ò Even though they might have saved that child, many other innocent baby boys lost 
their lives. Maybe we need to stand watch in todayôs world. Love is hard to come by when it interferes with 
political will and the power of the purse. It is the selfless and sacrificial giving that ties us into the will of 
God, not just for this season but for all the year. 

It is a true gift for me to be your pastor during this time. Thank you for all your Christmas wishes for me and 
for my husband. Our children and grandchildren all celebrated in their own homes this year but we 
connected by phone and had a great time sharing gifts and greetings with one another while we worshiped 
with you and the Episcopal Family just down the street. We sang lots of carols on Christmas Day/Sunday, 
and we look forward to Epiphany. 

A new church year has begun along with a new secular year. And in two months Lent begins. Donôt miss out 
on the excitement of the new church and the new year. Come worship and get involved in the mission of the 
church. God needs us all and with Tiny Tim blesses us everyone. 

See you in Church soon! 

     With much love, I remain, 

Rev. Joan Vincent, Pastor and Friend 

Thank you to all who have sent in their 2017 pledges.  At this point we have 

received pledges covering about half of the expected contributions from the congregation.   
If you have forgotten to send yours in, it is not too late.  Copies of pledge cards can be 
found in the back of the sanctuary or you can just put it on paper or email and send it to 
the office.  Prayerfully consider your pledge.  Thank you. 

The Stewardship Committee 
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Moderatorôs ReportðAlice Kitchel 

First, thank you everyone for the moving and uplifting Christmas Eve Service. I felt both 

refreshed and joyous as I left the sanctuary for home.  And so we are at the threshold of a 

new year. There is much to be excited about in our coming year. I will note just three of 

them. Iôm sure there are more. A lot is happening and a lot can happen at United Commu-

nity Church.  

First, we will begin to enjoy the fruits of the work of our search committee when we re-

view our church profile and begin looking for a settled pastor. 

At our annual meeting we created a committee to evaluate all of the properties now owned by the United Community 

Church. As we become more clear about our goals we will become clear about how our properties will or will not fit 

those goals. And, if some of the properties can be used for mission or service work, are there any changes we need to 

make? 

Also important to our development and clarity of our goals is outreach and service in the community. After some re-

flection about community needs and our capabilities, we can select projects that extend the benefits we share within our 

church community and provide support and service to our surrounding community and the world.  

As we enter 2017 let us do so with zeal and prayerfully, asking God to help us understand what our missions and goals 

should be at this time in the life of the United Community Church. We have so much potential! 

The Church Council will meet next on January 3. 

The Ministries will meet January 24. 

Moderator: ALICE KITCHEL   Treasurer: CARRIE LOCKLIN    Clerk: KATHLEEN HAINES 
      Assistant Moderator: PAM SMART   Asst Treasurer: DEBRA BENOIT Asst Clerk: NANCY REYNOLDS 

At Large Church Council   Stewardship Ministry  Worship & Care Ministry     Spiritual Formation    

ROGER DAMON        NEIL ABELLA  KATHY BROWN           & Nurture Ministry 

PAM SMART         BRENT BECK  TOM CAMPBELL          JACKIE ABELLA 

Outreach Ministry         CARRIE LOCKLIN  PAM DEARBORN          KATHLEEN HAINES 

BRIAN HANSON        ED MAGNUS  CAREW MAGNUS          BREANNA REPOSE 

TED MERCHANT       PAM SMART  ABBY POLLENDER          ERIKA SCHERER 

KAREN SAYLES       PAT SWARTZ  ALAN ROWE 

STEPHANIE ROWE 

Search Committee  
The Search committee is compiling all the information received during our special worship 
services in the fall.  We will be presenting our report and profile to the congregation in the middle 
of January.  Stay tuned. 

Lance Abella        Robin Burnash     Kathy Creaser      Pam Dearborn      Bertie Koelewijn    

Abby Pollender   Jess Repose     David Reynolds      

As we begin a new year, remind us of our truest values  

                        and our deepest desires.  

Help us to live in the goodness that comes from doing  

                        what you want us to do.  

Help us to put aside anxiety about the future and the past,  

                        so that we might live in peace with you now,  

                        one day at a time.  
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Ministry Reports 

Worship & Care 
We are still looking for a few people 
who would agree to stay connected 

to another member of the congregation 
who isn't able to get to church regularly. 
This would mean a visit, a phone call, or 

a card a couple of times a month. You 
could drop off a Sunday bulletin, a 
newsletter, or just make a phone call for 

a friendly conversation. 

This is an important time during our 
transition to remind people that we are all connected 
as part of this new church. Please consider this. It's a 

way to develop a new friendship or rekindle an old 
one, and be of service to one another. Please let Joan 
or Abby, (748-9640) abbyjoy@myfairpoint.net, know 

if you're interested. 

Outreach  
It is a new year and there are 
many opportunities to volun-

teer.   The homeless shelter is 
still looking for volunteers.  
Contact NEKCA if you are in-

terested.  They will train you.  
Wednesday meal can always 

use volunteers to do prep on Tuesdays, serve and 

clean up on Wednesdays.  The food shelf is happy to 
accept donations of food items, however monetary 
donations allows KCS to partner with the Vermont 

Foodbank where they have access to special discounts 
and prices on foods.  They can stretch the financial 
donations further than what you would pay at our local 

grocery stores. 

Spiritual Formation  

& Nurture 

Sunday School continues to meet 
every Sunday.  The students are 

a part of the congregation 
through the childrenôs message and then leave to their 
respective classes. The adult Bible study reconvenes 
on January 3rd. They are continuing their study of Le-

viticus and how it relates to our lives today.  Looking 
forward, we are working on setting up the adult study 
ñWhite privilege.ò  Interested persons should contact 

one of the ministry members or Rev. Vincent.  This 
study is being planned as a Lenten study. 

 

Stewardship  

Parsonage account was closed after mortgage 
was paid off.  Other issues : unbudgeted ex-
pense of the sound and technology upgrade; 
church investment program.  

Maintenance-Many topics discussed includ-
ing roof; masonry work; apartment boilers;  
Apt. painting in spring; kitchen warming box 
repair; snow removal; custodial work job de-
scription and application revision, advertising 
and hiring. 

Insurance ï 4 companies are being compared in the 
meantime we are staying with Heffernan and Sawyer. 

Pledge envelopes were redesigned, ordered, and have 
arrived. 

Parsonage will be kept heated with a warning light  
and the water will be checked often.  

A follow-up meeting was held to consider the existing 
job description for the custodianôs position and what 
this would cover in terms of buildings, compensation, 
hours and jobs, and to update this document.   

Building Committee 

The Building Committee did not meet in December, 
but we did work with the Stewardship Ministry to 

send out invitations to eight 
NH and VT masonry firms to 
bid on the project of repointing 
the limestone veneer of the 
south and east walls of the 
church.  So far several have 
shown interest, and we expect 

bids to come in after the first of the year. 

As a result of our Building Manager proposal, Erika 
has begun to meet the tenants in our 4 apartment 
buildings and to manage their concerns and their rent 
payments.   We are grateful for all the Brent and 
Sandie Beck have done for 20 years, and are assured 
that Ericaôs people skills and administrative expertise 
will allow the Church to continue effectively with this 
important community ministry. 

Volunteers Sought 

Hospitality, Sound/Video, 
Archives, and Property 
Committtees are being 
formed.  Interested persons 
should contact Rev. Vincent 
or the office (748-2603) 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 

The Sunday School and 

Childrenôs choir had a 

very successful Christ-

mas Pageant.  This 

yearôs pageant was dif-

ferent in style as we had 

the Christmas Story, and 

included personal sto-

ries from members of 

the church and how 

Christmas is celebrated 

in different ways. 

 

Pageant participants showing the special Christmas ornament they received.   

After the holiday break, Sunday school will be divided into an upper elementary class led by Ms. Nancy. 

This class will be using the lectionary and how it applies to their lives.  Ms. Erika will lead the Preschool 

through first grade class.  They will be using bible stories and crafts to learn how we can love one another.  

Parents are always welcome to join us for a Sunday School class.  If you have any questions on what the 
children are learning, please do not hesitate to contact either the teachers or members of the Spiritual For-
mation and Nurture Ministry. 
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We have an opportunity to support Syrian refugees coming to Vermont in 2017. Rev. Doug 
Moore will be providing legal advice on a volunteer basis. This requires him to be relicensed 
as an attorney in Vermont. And this is expensive! The Vermont Conference of the United 
Church of Christ has sanctioned his request to ask the members of the churches that he has 
worked with in Vermont: Norwich, Sharon, and us, to help chip in to defray this expense. If 
you would like to support Doug, and through his work, the refugees, contact Alice Kitchel 
(684-3412). 
 

The Women's March on Washington announced that the location of their rally has been approved by an inter-
agency task force. People from across the nation will gather at the intersection of Independence Ave and Third 
St SW, near the U.S. Capitol, at 10:00 am on January 21, 2017.  The planning process will be ongoing until 
days before the march, and the Womenôs March will continue to work closely with the National Park Service, 
Metropolitan Police Department, Homeland Security, Capitol Police, and other agencies to ensure a safe march 
with all logistics in place to accommodate the number of people anticipated. For security reasons, further de-
tails about march logistics will not be released until a later date.   
   The Womenôs March on Washington aims to send a message to all levels of government that we stand to-
gether in solidarity and we expect elected leaders to act to protect the rights of women, their families and their 
communities. 

You are invited to be a 
part of the United com-
munity Church, UCC.  
Anyone interested in be-
ing baptized or  becoming 
a member of United 
Community Church, 
UCC?  See Rev. Vincent. 

Rev. Vincent has lost her 
Bible Dictionary and Apoc-
rypha.  It was last seen dur-
ing Tuesday morning Bible 
study. If you have seen it or 
might know where it is 
please see Rev. Vincent. 

January Volunteers: 
 
 January 1 Ted Merchant, Mary Leadbeater 
 January 8 Pat and Tom Campbell 
 January 15 Dennis Waldner, Lonnie Horn 
 January 22 Brent Beck, Bob Swartz 
 January 29 Carrie Locklin, Brynn Evans 
 February 5 Deb/Gary Thornton, Jayne/Keith Phelps 
 
 
 

 
 
 January 1 Lucy Haworth, Gwen Perry 
 January 8 Erika Scherer, Elisa Rowell, Kathleen/Roger Haines 
 January 15 Bertie Koelewijn, Kathy/Bob Creaser, Karen Sayles 
 January 22 Pam Smart, Nancy/David Reynolds, Robin Burnash 
 January 29 Bree/Jess Repose, Carew/Ed Magnus, Dianne Wyllie 
 February 5 Pam Dearborn, Betty Keller, Roger Damon 
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If we have missed your birthday or anniversary please let either Barbara or 

Erika know at 802-748-2603  or UnitedCommunityChurchUCC@gmail.com  

In our Thoughts and Prayers 

David & Nancy Brown 

Pat & Tom Campbell & family 

Ruth & Robert Carlson 

Dot Desrochers 

Doreen Fraser 

Marie Kellogg 

Joan Knutsen 

Evan Lanctot 

Ted Merchant & family 

Marilyn Moulton 

Mullally family 

Phil & Barbara Nelson 

Darline Reynolds (sister-in-law of David & Nancy) 

Marie  & David Sargent 

Muriel Sherburneôs family 

Doris Stetson 

John & Barbara Stowell 

Peg Tirrell 

Robert Towle 

Robert Zeiger & Michale Ester 

Pearl S. Leadbeater 

March 23, 1923 - December 18, 2016  

(Mary Leadbeaterôs mother-in-law) 

Muriel Leland Sherburne 

January 24, 1921ðDecember 25, 2016 

January 

Marcialito 

  Rodriguez-Arenal 1/2 

Kerry Keenan  1/3 

Erika Scherer  1/4 

Nathan Amos  1/8 

Jeannette Mayo 1/10 

Gail Roberts  1/12 

Kathy Roosa  1/12 

Chris Brown  1/14 

Beth Norris  1/15 

Nancy Reynolds 1/17 

Leo Merchant  1/18 

James Stock  1/20 

Sarah Amos  1/23 

JoAnn Gieselman 1/25 

Liam Tobin  1/25 

Marilyn Moulton 1/29 

Liza Sprout  1/29 

Brad King  1/30 
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January 1: 
Psalms 8 
Ecclesiastes 3:1-13 
Revelation 21:1-6a 
Matthew 25:31-46 

January 8:  
Psalm 29 
Isaiah 42:1-9 
Acts 10:34-43 
Matthew 3:13-17 

January 15:  
Psalm 40:1-11 
Isaiah 49:1-7 
1 Corinthians 1:1-9 
John 1:29-42 

January 22:  
Psalm 27:1, 4-9 
Isaiah 9:1-4 
1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
Matthew 4:12-23 

January 29:  
Psalm 15 
Micah 6:1-8 
1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
Matthew 5:1-12 
 

January Lectionary  Texts 

Esther Elizabeth and John Batki                by Klari Emmons 
Sandra Beck                           by Brent Beck 
Sigmond and Margaret Beck         by Brent Beck 
Anne and Joan Benitt   by Elsie Grime and family 
Lloyd and Marion Brown    by Ken and Gretchen Hammer 

Vane and Marjorie Burrington               by Brent Beck 
Jim Connelly and Joshua Connelly        

                   by the Tirrell/Connelly family 
Paul and Eleanor Creaser by Bob and Kathy Creaser 
Alice Crystal                    by Klari Emmons 
Doris Damon      by Roger Damon 

Laurence and Helen Davis    by Ken and Gretchen Hammer 
2nd Lieutenant Joseph Fortin       by Sunny Wood 
Esther Naomi Fuller              by the Keller/Lynch family 
Philip K. Grime    by Elsie Grime and family 
Rev. William & Alice Grime  by Elsie Grime and family 

Karl and Marian Hammer     by Ken and Gretchen Hammer 
Mary Hatch                by Jessica Sanville 
Grandpa & Grandma Hayward by the Keller/Lynch family 
Sarah and George Hollos                by Klari Emmons 
Uncle Allan Laroche                  by Erika Scherer 

Richard and Barbara Lynch       by the Keller/Lynch family 
Marion Macleod                             by Klari Emmons 
Simone Millas   by Helene Millas and Rich Radley 
Mary Morse ñmy grandmaò                   by Bree Repose 
Elsie & Alois Novy   by Elsie Grime and family 

Herb Perry                      by Gwen Perry 
Elmer and Elizabeth Page  by Bob and Kathy Creaser 
Doris Phelps      by Keith & Jayne Phelps 
Frank and Mildred Pickles                by Lucy Haworth 
Patricia Radley   by Helene Millas and Rich Radley 

Charles Arnold Ray                             by Lucy Haworth 
Tim Sanville                            by Jessica Sanville 
Grandma Irene Sears                              by Erika Scherer 
John and Mae Silsby, Janet Silsby Durham                                      

by Carolyn Silsby 
Mary Swartz                     by Bob and Pat Swartz 
Uncle Stevie Thompson                  by Erika Scherer 
Doc Tirrell                      by the Tirrell/Connelly family 
Russell Vincent        by Don & Joan Vincent 
Marie and John Vojta 

by Brynn, Dave, David, and Amelia Evans 
Midge Whitcomb    by Pam Dearborn 

Louis and Mattie Lou Wilson      by Don & Joan Vincent 
Donald Wood         by Sunny Wood 
Gilbert Edwin Woods and Fanny Hartshorn Woods                              

by the Woods Estate 
David Wyllie      by Dianne Wyllie 
Mary Zabrosky                 by  Keith & Jayne Phelps 

Grandparents, parents and Brother Bob     
by Bertie Koelewijn, Greg, Christopher, Sanne Brown 

Parents and Grandparents     by David and Nancy Reynolds 

In Memory of Loved Ones 
 Kay Clifford       Jeannette and Kerry Keenan  

In Joyful Celebration of 
Christmas -  Birth of Jesus 

by Helene Millas and Rich Radley 
David and Amelia Evans and Danielle Locklin  

                          by Brynn and Dave Evans 
David and Nancy Reynolds  

by Brynn, Dave, David, and Amelia Evans 
Family members                 by Dianne Wyllie 
Family members past and present              by Brian Hanson 

Molly, Ann and Kara   by Abby Pollender  
Our family of 4 generations        by Pat and Tom Campbell  
Our grandsons, Lucas, Will, Oliver, and Henry                            

by Carew and Ed Magnus 
Vicki, Ashley, Elijah Scherer                 by Erika Scherer 
The wreaths and Christmas trees are in memory of 

Phil Grime  by the Grime family 

Poinsettias given 
In Memory of 



8 

S   

Interim Pastor                                          Rev. Joan Vincent 

Organist / Choir Director          Barbara Connelly 

Pianist / Organist          Marie-Helene Belanger 

Handbell Choir Director             Phil Brown 

Secretaries                 Barbara Connelly, Erika Scherer 

Custodian                         Phil Nelson 

Office Hours                   Mondayï Friday 9-2 

C  I  

Interim Pastorôs Phone                               802-525-3957 

Interim Pastorôs email                      joanwv@gmail.com 

United Community Phone number            748-2603 

Email           UnitedCommunityChurchUCC@gmail.com 

United Community Church 

United Church of Christ 

1325 Main Street 

St. Johnsbury, VT 05819 

 

Please be aware that United Community Church, 

UCC services are recorded every Sunday.  Chan-

nel 192 KATV every Sunday broadcast the ser-

vices at 8:30am.  If you for any reason do not 

want to be seen on television please sit in the back 

or on the sides.  Any questions please see Erika Scherer. 

M   UCC S  B 

Cub Scouts                 Mondays, 6 pm 

Handbells    Wednesdays, 4 & 6 pm 

Community Lunch                       Fridays, 11 am 

Hilltop Quilters            Wednesday, 4 & 18th , 1 pm 

Girl Scouts             Saturday, 7 & 21st, 1 pm 

Dancing in the NEK                     Saturday, 14th, 7:30 pm 

M   UCC N  B 

Growing Strong                        Mon., Wed., Fri.  1 pm 

Early Music                Mondays, 2 pm 

Folk Music          Tuesdays & Fridays, 1 pm 

Beginning Dulcimer     1st & 3rd Wednesdays, 10 am  

Community Lunch                   Wednesdays, 11 am 

Pumpkin Hill Singers          Thursday, 6:30 pm 

Mood Disorder Support Group           Monday, 2nd,  5:45 pm 

Church Council meeting            Tuesday, 3rd, 6:30 pm 

DART 2.0          Tuesday, 10th. 5 pm 

Foodbank delivery       Thursday, 12th, 9 am 

LGBTQA mtg.       Thursday, 12th, noon 

Psychotherapists                       Friday, 13th, noon 

Birthday party           Sunday, 15th, 1 pm 

Reiki Share                    Monday, 16th, 6 pm 

Girl Scout Leaders    Tuesday, 17th, 6:30 pm 

Ministries Meeting    Tuesday, 24th, 6:30 pm 

S  W  S  10am 

At North Building  
Choir Rehearsals Sundays 9 am 

 Sundays, January 8
th
 & 22

nd
 

11:30 amð12:30 pm 

 Health & Rehab Service  January 15  2 pm 

Bible Study Tuesdays, 9:30 am 


